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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Physical, Earth and Space Science: An Integrated Approach 
Publisher: CPO 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9781604311006 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Extremely comprehensive text 
• Three science content in 1 book willl help pass standardized tests. 
• Positive things included 


o Key questions 
o Challenges 
o Study Skills 
o Solving problems 
o Journal 
o Vocabulary with definition 


• Cornell Note format 
• Excellent readability 
• One central topic per page 


 
  


 
 


• Plenty of opportunity for students to answer in paragraph format 
• Section review 
• Chapter assessments: 


o Vocabulary 
o Concepts 
o Problems 
o Apply your knowledge 


• Addresses all levels of learning 
 


 
 


• Sidebars reinforce main ideas in text 
• Teacher’s guide is an excellent resource 


 


 
• Did not have much in terms of differentiated strategies and not much in terms of diversity (EN) 
• Well illustrated good integration of technology via Internet and CBL. Good lab hints, step by step problem 


solving, national standards aparent. (JR) 
• Great book for 9th and 10th graders or students who have difficulty reading (JD) 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








Teacher Appraisal 
Publisher Abbreviations 


 
Pearson Education Inc. (Prentice Hall)  PPH 


Pearson Education Inc. (Scott Foresman) PSF 


Holt McDougal      HM 


McGraw-Hill (Glencoe)    MHG 


McGraw-Hill (MacMillan)    MHM 


Human Kinetics      HK 


Houghton Mifflin Harcourt    HMH 


CPO Science     CPO 


 


File names are structured like this: 


Publisher Abbreviation_ Title of Book_ Last 4 numbers of the TE ISBN 


 


 


eg.  Holt McDougal, Lifetime Health, 9780030962202 


has the file name 


 


HM_Lifetime Health_2202 


 








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Decisions for Health Level Red  
Publisher: Holt 
Grade Level: 7  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780030961604 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
*Excellent layout and design; block scheduling, bell ringers, real-life connections 
*Each title chapter has extensive, in-depth background information for teacher 
*Pre-reading multiple-choice section called “Health IQ”, inclusion strategies, active life-skills activities that included  
  Analysis and synthesis of new information learned 


 
 


  


 
 
*Each title chapter has pre-reading questions & answers section as well as a scaffold lesson review at the end of the   
  Chapter 
*Each title chapter has an “alternative assessment,” quizzes and comprehensive 
*Chapter Reviews have great balance 
*Great Sidebars to assist in the learning process 


 
 


 
*Life skills in Action section is supportive to learning and reinforces life situations 
*Excellent use of study tips throughout the book 
*Excellent use of cultural awareness applications 
*Multi-level learning opportunities 
 
 


 
*Great integration of bi-lingual resources and opportunities for students 
*Graphics promote lesson objectives and provide visual aids for student’s synthesis 
*Great updated information 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:Harcourt Health and Fitness Grade 3 
Publisher:Houghton Mifflin Harcourt  
Grade Level: 3 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780153551321  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 
*easy to navigate-easy teacher use  
*chapters have thematic connections to core and other interdisciplinary units 
*provides good resource materials 
*excellent teacher tips throughout 
*book is sectioned off well by tabs 
*clean organization 
 


  


 
 
*questions generate thoughtful support for all types of learners 
*assessments are profound and solidified throughout other typical traditional assessment 
*assessments could use deeper processing, analysis and synthesis 
*online assessments could use more support to benefit student learning 
*good chapter review and test prep 
*summary and review provides constant student learning 
 


 
8* 
*scope and sequence connect with NM standards and benchmarks 
*quick activities and daily fitness tips are engaging 
*comprehensive text 
*lessons meet cultural diversity 
*graphics are engaging and interactive 
*great physical education connections 
 


 
*well rounded text 
*graphics depict objectives 
*appropriate and relevant hands on opportunity 
*book will help teach topic 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Harcourt Health and Fitness  
Publisher: Harcourt 
Grade Level: 5 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780153551345  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Built thematically through scaffolding of prior knowledge 
• Objectives and vocabulary clearly stated at the beginning of each chapter 
• Quick activities for students to explore as well as for the teacher 


  


 
• Assessments are generated in three different forms for all chapters including: Performance, Portfolio, and 


Formal 
• Teacher Edition has easily accessible answers to all activities, chapter reviews, and for the Formal 


Assessment. 
 
 


 
•  
• Good use of diverse illustrations, charts, and diagrams 
• Teacher and Student Edition provides optimum technology support 
• Great ESL/ELL support in multi-leveled format 


 
 
 


 
• Book is student and teacher friendly – BA Grade 2 
• Very good and comprehensive health text – SC Grade 4/5 
• Blooms higher level thinking was clearly shown in all levels of analysis – TV Grade 5 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Harcourt Health and Fitness 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Grade Level: 2 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 978-0-15-355131-4  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Each chapter is organized by theme and includes a motive, teach, and wrap-up session. 
• Varied cross-curriculum activities are appropriate for grade level differentiation. 
• Vocabulary and teacher objectives are clearly stated at the beginning of each chapter. 


  


 
 


• Each chapter includes many forms of assessment styles including: Performance Assessments, Portfolio 
Assessments, and Formal Assessments 


• Answers to the tests are easily accessible. 
• Differentiated assessment activities are provided throughout the text. 
• Review is offered throughout the chapter as well as a comprehensive review at the end. 


 


 
•  
Differentiated instruction for Special Needs and ESL are broken easily in to beginning, middle, and advanced 
levels. 
• Many cross-cultural activities provided 
• Visually appealing and easy for students across cultures to connect. 


 


 
• Provided great “When Minutes Count” activities to ensure teacher have time to provide adequate instruction 


on any given day. 
• Technology based activities are accessible, but you must go on to the site to find the extra activities. 
• Bloom’s higher-level thinking was evident, but the analysis portion was lacking in substance. 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Health and Fitness 
Publisher: Harcourt 
Grade Level: 4 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780153551338  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Beginning of chapters have easily accessible reading skill activities, health graphs, project- based 
learning, school home connection, literature springboard, pre-reading strategies, daily physical 
activities and daily fitness tips. 


• The tabs for Read Aloud Anthology and Teacher Reference Section are easy to find. 
• The organization is simple to understand with each chapter sequentially organized and good 


teacher support for each page. 
 


 
• The Chapter Review and Test Preparation promote study skills and reinforcement of recall. 
• The Assessment Guides cover the information learned, but could ask for higher level thinking from 


this age group. 
• The end of each chapter has summary and review sections; this section is organized into 


summarize and vocabulary (close activity), critical thinking, sequence (graphic organizer) and a 
writing activity (synthesize). 


• Title chapters include “Meeting Individual Needs” with leveled activities including below on 
challenge levels.   


• Teacher Edition uses ancillary assessment guide for performance assessments. 
 


 
• Each title chapter has Motivate, Teach and Wrap Up sections for helping teachers with strategies on 


the lesson. 
• Each title includes posters on the main chapter topics (i.e. managing stress) 
• Nice chapter features include Daily Fitness Tips, Why Learn This?, Personal Health Plans 
• The Activities Section is great for students to get a hands-on on approach to learning Health 


Concepts. 
• There is great support of learning through technology. 
• The ESL/ELL sections will help students grasp the main topic for each chapter. 
• The text is not repetitive, but supports each topic with thorough information and a wide range of 


subtopics. 
• Great use of integrated subjects. 


 


 
• The text has a thorough summary and review at the end of each chapter, but could benefit with 


more critical thinking questions.  MN Grade K-8 
• Personal Health had a good base of information, but at this age may want to touch base with 


common school illnesses and hygiene. MN K-8  
• Each side bar helps bring additional information for both the student and teacher.  DR Grade K-5 
• Graphics, pictures and photos provide excellent visual content.  LU Grade 7 
• Over arching idea throughout text is developing and building good character which is essential for 


this age group.  LU Grade 7 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA 
 
 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science Fusion 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Grade Level: 3rd Grade  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547593203 (wrap around for student edition)  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 


 
• There is 1 teacher’s edition book with 10 books, 1 per topic 
• The teacher’s edition contains a planning guide, scope and sequence, vocabulary, big ideas, 


and skills to be taught in the introduction for each individual unit.  
• The units are consistent and flow together nicely. 


 
  


 
• The assessments met various modalities and all cognitive levels including higher thinking skills.  
• The different styles of assessment include:  


o Fill in the blank 
o Multiple choice 
o Short answer  
o Verbal  
o Project based  


• There is continuous assessment throughout the unit with a culmination assessment at the end. 
 
 


 
• Each unit in the program allow for: differentiation instruction, lessons for English Language Learners, 


opportunities to review, and cooperative learning.  
• Each unit also integrates the other core content areas: reading, mathematics, writing, social studies, art and 


drama.   
• A KWL chart or some type of pre-assessment is needed.  
• Higher thinking activities need to be addressed in the classroom not at home.   
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful.  
•  


 


 
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful. A good 


introduction to an intermediate science class. 
                                                                                                   KO, MacArthur Elementary, Instructional Coach  


• The program has a nice balance between whole group, small group, and independent practice. Level 
activities are available to meet the needs of all students.  


       JL, Pajarito Elementary, Principal  
• The graphic and font was student/teacher friendly. The program is very well constructed. 


       NR, Mescalero Middle School, Teacher  
• TEACHER COMMENTS  


 


TEACHER COMMENTS 
 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science Fusion 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Grade Level: 4th Grade  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547593234(wrap around for student edition)  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 


 
• There is 1 teacher’s edition book with 11 books, 1 per topic 
• The teacher’s edition contains a planning guide, scope and sequence, vocabulary, big ideas, 


and skills to be taught in the introduction for each individual unit.  
• The units are consistent and flow together nicely. 


 
  


 
• The assessments met various modalities and all cognitive levels including higher thinking skills.  
• The different styles of assessment include:  


o Fill in the blank 
o Multiple choice 
o Short answer  
o Verbal  
o Project based  


• There is continuous assessment throughout the unit with a culmination assessment at the end. 
 
 


 
• Each unit in the program allow for: differentiation instruction, lessons for English Language Learners, 


opportunities to review, and cooperative learning.  
• Each unit also integrates the other core content areas: reading, mathematics, writing, social studies, art and 


drama.   
• A KWL chart or some type of pre-assessment is needed.  
• Higher thinking activities need to be addressed in the classroom not at home.   
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful.  
•  


 


 
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful. Good 


integration of hands-on and written activities. 
                                                                                                   KO, MacArthur Elementary, Instructional Coach  


• The program has a nice balance between whole group, small group, and independent practice. 
Teacher instructional strategies are incorporated throughout the text.   


       JL, Pajarito Elementary, Principal  
• The graphic and font was student/teacher friendly. Organized to be teacher friendly. 


       NR, Mescalero Middle School, Teacher  


TEACHER COMMENTS 
 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science Fusion 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Grade Level: 2nd Grade  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547593272 (wrap around for student edition)  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 


 
• There is 1 teacher’s edition book with 10 books, 1 per topic 
• The teacher’s edition contains a planning guide, scope and sequence, vocabulary, big ideas, 


and skills to be taught in the introduction for each individual unit.  
• The units are consistent and flow together nicely. 


 
  


 
• The assessments met various modalities and all cognitive levels including higher thinking skills.  
• The different styles of assessment include:  


o Fill in the blank 
o Multiple choice 
o Short answer  
o Verbal  
o Project based  


• There is continuous assessment throughout the unit with a culmination assessment at the end. 
 
 


 
• Each unit in the program allow for: differentiation instruction, lessons for English Language Learners, 


opportunities to review, and cooperative learning.  
• Each unit also integrates the other core content areas: reading, mathematics, writing, social studies, art and 


drama.   
• A KWL chart or some type of pre-assessment is needed.  
• Higher thinking activities need to be addressed in the classroom not at home.   
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful.  
•  


 


 
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful. The 


cooperative learning is very beneficial for students.   
                                                                                                   KO, MacArthur Elementary, Instructional Coach  


• The program has a nice balance between whole group, small group, and independent practice.  
       JL, Pajarito Elementary, Principal  


• The graphic and font was student/teacher friendly. The program has a New Mexico supplement that 
correlates with the New Mexico standards and benchmarks.   


       NR, Mescalero Middle School, Teacher  
• ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  


 


TEACHER COMMENTS 
 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science Fusion 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Grade Level: 1st Grade  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547593340 (wrap around for student edition)  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 


 
• There is 1 teacher’s edition book with 10 books, 1 per topic 
• The teacher’s edition contains a planning guide, scope and sequence, vocabulary, big ideas, 


and skills to be taught in the introduction for each individual unit.  
• The units are consistent and flow together nicely. 


 
  


 
• The assessments met various modalities and all cognitive levels including higher thinking skills.  
• The different styles of assessment include:  


o Fill in the blank 
o Multiple choice 
o Short answer  
o Viral  
o Project based  


• There is continuous assessment throughout the unit with a culmination assessment at the end. 
 
 


 
• Each unit in the program allow for: differentiation instruction, lessons for English Language Learners, 


opportunities to review, and cooperative learning.  
• Each unit also integrates the other core content areas: reading, mathematics, writing, social studies, art and 


drama.   
• A KWL chart or some type of pre-assessment is needed.  
• Higher thinking activities need to be addressed in the classroom not at home.   
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful.  
•  


 


 
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful. 


Students can really enjoy the hands-on-activities. 
                                                                                                   KO, MacArthur Elementary, Instructional Coach  


• The program has a nice balance between whole group, small group, and independent practice. There 
are several opportunities throughout the program for review and student reflection.  


       JL, Pajarito Elementary, Principal  
• The graphic and font was student/teacher friendly and encourages cooperative learning.   


       NR, Mescalero Middle School, Teacher  


TEACHER COMMENTS 
 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science Fusion 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Grade Level: 5th Grade  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547593364(wrap around for student edition)  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 


 
• There is 1 teacher’s edition book with 15 books, 1 per topic 
• The teacher’s edition contains a planning guide, scope and sequence, vocabulary, big ideas, 


and skills to be taught in the introduction for each individual unit.  
• The units are consistent and flow together nicely. 


 
  


 
• The assessments met various modalities and all cognitive levels including higher thinking skills.  
• The different styles of assessment include:  


o Fill in the blank 
o Multiple choice 
o Short answer  
o Verbal  
o Project based  


• There is continuous assessment throughout the unit with a culmination assessment at the end. 
 
 


 
• Each unit in the program allow for: differentiation instruction, lessons for English Language Learners, 


opportunities to review, and cooperative learning.  
• Each unit also integrates the other core content areas: reading, mathematics, writing, social studies, art and 


drama.   
• A KWL chart or some type of pre-assessment is needed.  
• Higher thinking activities need to be addressed in the classroom not at home.   
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful.  
•  


 


 
• The book is teacher and student friendly with multiple opportunities to learn and be successful. It will 


get students ready for middle school. 
                                                                                                   KO, MacArthur Elementary, Instructional Coach  


• The program has a nice balance between whole group, small group, and independent practice. English 
Language Learner strategies are embedded throughout the program. 


       JL, Pajarito Elementary, Principal  
• The graphic and font was student/teacher friendly. Supplements to lessons are excellent.   


       NR, Mescalero Middle School, Teacher  
• ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  


 


TEACHER COMMENTS 
 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:    Decisions for Health –Level Blue 
Publisher:    Holt 
Grade Level:    8th Grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:  9780030961618 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 


 
• chapter provides life skills, building character, cross-discipline activities, hands-on activities, and 


health journal writing activities 
• Rich background information, teaching strategies and activities are provided for each chapter 


section in addition to National Health Standards correlations 
• The overall organization of the title is good; each subject area rolls into each other 
• Cooperative assignments and activities help bring more and different resources into the book 
• Title is sequentially organized 


 
  


 
 
• Wide range of assessment tools and opportunities 
• Multiple layers of questioning that help with all levels of student learning 
• Title provides many opportunities for assessments (on-line, test generator, pre- and post-


assessments, check for understanding, lesson reviews, quick quizzes) 
 


 
 


• Very engaging side-bar information (i.e. “myths versus facts”) 
• Strong articulation of prior knowledge to new concepts learned 
• The life skills in action section provides reinforcement for all levels; it helps deal with certain 


aspects of conflict resolution and incorporates skits and role-playing to help with real-life 
dramatization 


• Life Skills in Action section is an asset for the students and teaches real life situations 
• Title encourages higher-level thinking skills 
 


 
 


• Cultural diversity is good, but could use more in-depth activities 
• Title is great in all areas of health, but needs more information on culture and media; with this 


information included, the title would meet 100 percent of NM Standards and Benchmarks  
• Gender-bias is touched upon, but not consistent throughout the title 
• Very contemporary in graphics, pictures, activities and overall information and content 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Earth Science 
Publisher: Holt McDougal 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780554005799 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Organization is clear and a clean layout 
• Lap ratings: prep, setup, concept level, clean-up 
• Attractive format 
• Conventions of textbooks applie through use of: 


o Heading 
o Review sect 
o Figures/captions 
o Inquiry labs 


• Differentiated instruction for higher level students and those with learning disabilities 
• Interdisciplinary activities 
• Wrap around edition is very complete 
• Alternative assessments 


  


 
• The technical writing opportunities were nice 
• Chapter assessments 
• Section reviews 
• Standardized test prep 
• Test doctor (diagnostic tool) 
• Quizzes 
• Review guide 
• Multiple forms of assessment including the multiple intelligences 
• Would be nice if questions were aligned to the state standards or identified by the standard they address. 


 
 


 
• Labs 
• Activities 
• Long term projects 
• I wish the labs had more full lab write ups formats associated with them 
• Nice note taking section 


 


 
• Excellent book with many reinforcement activities (EN) 
• One of the best I’ve ever seen (JD) 
• This book would be effective in teaching earth and space scienc. There are several real word applications and 


connections and great graphics to draw in students. (TAP) 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


 
Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Holt McDougal Biology   
Publisher: Holt McDougal 
Grade Level: 9 - 12  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547219462 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780547219479 
  
 
• Vocabulary lists before chapters then highlighted vocabulary words provided within text 
• “Biozine” sections are like current magazine articles providing opportunities to analyze current biology topics both 


in text and online 
• Glossary provides some words defined in Spanish 
• Differentiated Instruction and ELL provided for each sections in TE 
• Many online components available 
• Pacing guides available for each section of each chapter 
• A “Focus and Motivate” activity for each chapter 
• Layout conducive for learning as all related content is provided with in each page, new content provided on a 


page by page basis 
 


 
• SBA questions are provided in multiple choice format 
• Sections provide assessment questions 
• Chapters have review sections and questions  
• Answers and topic references provided in TE 
• Test preparation hints provided in each SBA section 
• Tests within each chapter, test generator with item analysis and related National Science Standard 
• Chapter quizzes are scaffolded 
• Online quizzes are available 


 


 
• Differentiated instruction suggestions include hands-on activities 
• Section readings are infrequently divided up with questions nor activities 
• Online activities are suggested for chapters including animations, research and WebQuests 
• Book is clear and concise with multiple examples that relate to real life 
• Concepts are presented in a variety of formats 
 
 


 
(ML: Career Enrichment Center, 10-12) 
• Organization, setup and organization of graphics (i.e. Pictures, graphs, charts) is appealing 
• Liked the way the book checks for understanding on each page 
• Content appropriate and reading level appropriate for high school level 
(KA: Gallup High School, 10-12) 
• The biology topics are generalized and not state or community specific 
(CR: Career Enrichment Center, 9-12) 
• Content is strong 
• Labs have student difficulty indicators and time indicators provided in the TE 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Lifetime Health 
Publisher: Holt McDougal 
Grade Level: 9-12  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780030962202  
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780030962196 
  
 
 


• Textbook is very well organized. 
• The teacher’s edition really supplies all the support that is needed to comprehensively cover the material.  
• The teacher’s edition provides a step-by-step planning guide and a pacer to get you through the material. 
• The student text is organized into easily readable sections, great graphics, and material that are very relevant 


to them and their everyday lives. 
  


  
• There are good assessment opportunities throughout that helps in evaluating student comprehension.  
• Bloom’s Taxonomy levels are really prevalent throughout the text. 
• Great activities are imbedded throughout to give other “fun” learning opportunities to students. 
• There are great teacher edition strategies for assessing student learning.   


 
 


 
 


• Through pictures and graphics, there was a great opportunity to see children of different cultures, races, and 
disabilities.  


• Good use of differentiated learning, so as to not miss any student.  
• There is a wide array of activities within the book.  
• There are alternative methods to get students’ responses.  
• The “Motivate” section was a great addition in the teacher edition.  
• The calorie and nutrient content chart in the book is a great addition and resource for students.    


 
 


 
• Great project ideas! M.D. CATA Charter, Grade 9-12 
• Organized very well! M.D. CATA Charter, Grade 9-12 
• Makes kids look beyond the text to newspapers, internet, and community resources! L.D. Hagerman H.S., 


Grade 9-12 
• Media literacy was presented at various times throughout the book, which is a great addition! R.M. West Mesa 


H.S., Grade 9 
• Easy to understand organization, and well constructed, would love to use this book in class! M.D. CATA 


Charter, Grade 9-12 
• This book does lack in contraception concepts, avoids it, and really pushes abstinence only. R.M. West Mesa 


H.S., Grade 9 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Modern Biology 
Publisher: Holt McDougal 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780030367717 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Side bars on Teacher Edition are packed with teacher support 
• Adequate and time sensitive pacing guides 
• Access to prior knowledge at the beginning of each chapter 
• Bell ringer in each section helps with time management 
• Teaching tips for teacher in each section (very helpful) 
• Organization is excellent, things are easy to locate and work with 
• Pacing guide provided for teacher and provides many different bell schedules 
• Students will find that the book follows the same format style consistently  
• References for ancillary materials labeled very well 


  


 
 


• Quick labs grab student interest 
• Lots of group activities for communication building 
• Great skill builder for reading support 
• Section reviews were grouped by asking questions in the same order as they read 
• Key terms displayed throughout the reading, allowing students to see important terminology incorporated into 


the proper context 
• Chapter review is a great stand-alone assessment tool that is multi-disciplinary 
• Standardized test prep questions very helpful for student preparation for SBA 
• Test-taking tips available on test-prep pages 


 


 
D 


• Very engaging text 
• Well organized and easy to follow 
• Many activities for students – lots of hands on activities for students 
• Inclusion strategies throughout text 
• Although state standards and benchmarks are not included in text, National Science Standards are and can 


easily be correlated 
• Feature articles have strong connections utilized to reinforce content 
• Students will benefit from using this book for their science education experience 


 


 
 


• Well organized (G.R., Monte del Sol Charter School, 7-12) 
• Very teacher friendly (G.R., Monte del Sol Charter School, 7-12) 
• Supplement references and coding are very helpful (R.B., Aztec High School, 9-12) 
• Labs suggestions give different approaches (C.P., Manzano High School, 9-12) 
• Reading level could be difficult for below average reading skills (R.B., Aztec High School, 9-12) 
• This is for advanced students or students interested in science (C.P., Manzano High School, 9-12) 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Physics 
Publisher: Holt 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780030368172 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 
  
 
 


• The chapters are in traditional sequence with traditional topics 
• Thematic organization with resources and supplements 
• Practice problems and section review problems 
• Alternative assessments and laboratory exercises are included in the text. 


   


 
• The chapter review includes problems by section (theme) and mixed review as well. 
• Laboratory exercises include error analysis and method analysis 
• Step-by-step problem solving 
• Standardized test prep provides evaluation in a non-text driven format 
• Ch. Review has several levels of evaluating student understanding. 


 
 


 
 


• Nice graphics that are easy to understand 
• Culturally unbiased and addresses visual and kinesthetic learners 
• Good opportunities for extention especially for higher level students. 


 


 
 
There are many opportunities for higher-level thinking. Textbook may give students an impression that physics has a 
myriad of equations rather than a few equations that can be modified, manipulated, re-written for the situation. (JW) 
 
Extensive opportunities both in the lab and online. (JR) 
 
Book was well written and had good flow. Application and analysis were separated in different locations requiring the 
teacher to be well versed in textbook design. It’s an upper-level text more appropriate for advanced students (RP). 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


 
Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:New Mexico Grade 7 I Science  
Publisher: Glencoe 
Grade Level:7  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780076620609 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 


• 14 Chapters and 4 units 
• Glossary  and student resources at the end of the textbook 
• Key terms at the beginning of each lesson 
• Reviewing concepts throughout each lesson 
• Lesson assessments and chapter review at the end of each chapter. 
• Consistent colored headings 


 
  


 
 


• Variety of lab resources with varying lengths 
• Interdisciplinary activities 
• Differentiated Instruction and ELL Strategies 
• Technology based lessons 


 
 


 
• Visual appeal appropriate for middle school 
• 2 Chapters dedicated to Life Science 
• Manipulative activities (foldables) 


 
 


 
• Diagrams facilitate student understanding(CLL- Snell MS- 7) 
• Extreme ease of use. (AG Jefferson MS 6-8th grade) 
• Appropriate reading level for 7th grade.(CLL-Snell MS – 7) 
• Text emphasizes abstract concepts (such as cell structure and genetics) over concrete ideas (SK – Jefferson 


MS – 8) 
• Teacher edition could be less bulky (CLL- Snell MS – 7) 
• Could use more emphasis on ecosystems (SK – Jefferson MS – 8) 
• More emphasis of the diversity of life would be appreciated (SK – Jefferson MS -8) 
• This textbook encompasses the standards and benchmarks in a usable manner. (CLL- Snell MS- Grade 7) 
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•   
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:New Mexico Glencoe Sixth Grade i Science  
Publisher: Glencoe/McGraw Hill  
Grade Level: Sixth Grade  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780076620593 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 


 
• The vocabulary is high lighted through-out the text. 
• The Teacher Edition has step by step instruction on lesson for each chapter. 
• Standards are listed before each lesson. 
• Teacher resource is an excellent resource as it provides specific strategies for ELL, gifted, and less 


proficient readers. 
• Teacher Edition lends itself to both rigor and relevance because of the varied levels of questioning. 


 


 
 
• The students have a bar graph at the end of each standardized test. Depending on the question missed, they 


indicate the page number for relearning. 
• Multiple layers of questioning through-out the book addressing the different levels of student learning to 


include ELL, lower comprehension and gifted.  
• The student assessment supports a wide range of assessment options; both summative and formative. 
• The text clarifies and repeats major concepts and big ideas through-out the text. 
 


 
 
• The text is very engaging with opportunities for multi-level learning such as , graphs, visuals, and vocabulary 


at the beginning of the chapter. 
• Teacher can implement cause and effect to begin classroom debates. 
• The text is clear and organized and does not feel cluttered. 
•  


 
 
• The text meets all level of cognition that leads to student success. MAG, Chaparral Elementary, Fifth/Sixth 


Teacher  
• The text is very well organized and easy to follow for the students. Graphics, fonts, and sidebars were well 


organized. TYW, Dexter MS, Sixth/Seventh  
• The text is well organized and lends itself to higher level thinking through the use of Blooms Taxonomy. JLT, 


Dexter MS, Eighth 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:New Mexico Science Grade 8 
Publisher: Glencoe 
Grade Level: 8 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780076620616  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Spiral curriculum 
• Vocabulary and standards on the first page of each lesson 
• Labs offered in every lesson 
• Launch labs, mini labs, and inquiry labs in every chapter for interactive learning 
• Teacher edition is well organized with strong teacher support 


 
  


 
• Test generator and alternative assessments are available 
• Key concept checks, visual checks, and reading checks 
• Study guides for each lesson 
• Lesson reviews, chapter reviews, and standardized test practice 


 
 


 
 


• Web support  
• Text has differentiated instruction and special needs components that hit below, at, and above grade level 


 


 
• The teacher wrap-around is among the best I have seen in my 22 years of teaching. JLH, Harrison MS, 6 
• Foldables help kids learn and retain vocabulary needed for learning. SP, Jefferson MS, 6,8 
• Could use more culturally diverse examples, as well as more history of science. SP, Jefferson MS, 6,8 
• Unit opener is a very clever comic strip that engages students. PMP, Madison MS, 7 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Chemistry Matter and Change 
Publisher: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780078964060 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Objectives and vocabulary given on first page of every section. 
• Full periodic table in the back cover of the book.  
• Teacher pages include list of materials for each lab.   
• Full color pictures and graphics throughout the text assist in student comprehension of materials. 
• Contect flow is logical 
• TE Planning pages include notations for differentiated instruction (below level, advanced learners and ELL). 
• Definite levels of comprehension. 
• Organized and concise. 
• Cumulative Review to reinforce and re-teach subject matter. 
• Organization within chapters provide for conceptual growth. 
• Pacing guide provided to facilitate instruction. 
 


 
• Chapter assessments and standardized test practice provide many and varied questions for practice including 


charts and tables. 
• Many opportunities for review, reinforcement, critical thinking and advancement of skills and knowledge. 
• Mathematically concise and progressive with testing and practice of concepts. 
• Variety of labs, mini-labs and demo labs that match content. 
• Teacher sidebars give methodologies in assessing learners at every ability level. 
• Section of supplemental problems included at the back of the book. 


 
 


 
 


• Extensive example problems followed by student problems is a nice feature. 
• The Spanish/English glossary is a wonderful feature. 
• Online access to teacher lab pages and student investigations. 
• Readability level is appropriate with Lexile Score of 1130. 
• Vocaulary divided between new and review – cumulative. 
• Essential questions provide focus. 
• Excellent appendicies for support. 
• Addresses and provided levels for differentiated instruction. 


 
 


 
 


• Organized and concise.  EP 
• Sidebars provide additional resources and ideas.  EP 
• Mathematically integrated and well presented.  EP 
• Aligned to National Standards and SBA, but needs New Mexico Standards.  EP 
• Foldables for each chapter help students organize information.  LG 
• Ideas for demos and additional teacher support given in teacher sidebars. LG 
• Overall, text includes multiple levels of learning; basic knowledge, application, and analysis.  JM 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Chemistry Concept and Application 
Publisher: Glencoe Science (McGraw Hill) 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780078807244s 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Several activities, assessments and labs fill the pages, such as: labs, mini-labs 
• Start-up activites for each chapter 
• Practice problems throughout the text 
• Use of leveled questions help with differentiation 
• Atomic structure and periodic table/periodicity are each split and separated by several chapters 
• Language use is consistent and helps in teaching, differentiation, and developing metacognition. 


  


 
• Chemistry skills handbook in the appendix. 
• Standardized test practice for each chapter that identifies sections to review if student missed the questions. 
• Varied assessments for each topic at multiple levels. 
• Opportunities for cooperative learning 
• Minimal naming, balancing and stoichometry  


 
 


 
• Reference tables, chem. Labs and mini labs are included in the text 
• Writing activities and journaling 
• Great sections on how technology works (ie. Smoke detector), a very real world approach 
• Integrate the sciences in each chapter 


 


 
• There are plenty of opportunities for higher level thinking in the lab analysis. In an effort to include everything 


the chapters can be confusing, for example the chapter assessments continue numbering from the section 
assessments. (JW) 


• Conceptual textbook. Labs require minimal chemicals in their preparation, quick demos are in abundance, and 
there is minimal mathmatics and calculations (RP) 


• This would be a very useful book. You can teach to a low level and a high-level. The labs and activities are 
varied and accessible. The supplemental materials are integrated into the lesson assessments and activities in 
the TE. (TAP)s 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Glencoe Health 
Publisher: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:978007813297  
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 97800789132280 
  
 
 


• This is a great book, it is organized very well. 
• There are great graphical representations throughout the text.  
• The teacher edition has everything you need without needing all the supplemental materials. 
• The “Big Idea” is presented at the beginning of each lesson. 
• There is a good variety of teachable lessons. 
• The book has an easily accessible teacher manual at the beginning of the teacher edition. 


  


 
• There are no tests given within the book.  
• There are great section reviews and chapter reviews within each unit.  
• Terrific comprehension and higher level thinking questions and activities throughout.  
• There is a good variety of critical thinking questions. 
• This book provides lots of opportunities for group activities. 


 
 


 
 


• There are many project based assessment opportunities.  
• There is reference to online reinforcement activities.  
• There are many differentiated instructional opportunities presented throughout each lesson.  
• The book has many different applications of “Teens Making a Difference,” which has a great relevance to 


students today. 
 
 


 
 


• The reading level of the book seems a little high. M.D. CATA Charter, Grade 9-12 
• There are not as many graphics that make the book “pop!” M.D. CATA Charter, Grade 9-12 
• This book failed to talk about Spiritual Health within the 5 components of Health. R.M. West Mesa, Grade 9 
• This book fails to talk about contraception concepts. R.M. West Mesa, Grade 9 
• The book matched up a lot with Business Week, making it more current with issues today. L.D. Hagerman 


H.S., Grade 9-12 
• There is plenty of diversity in print and pictures that represent diversity and minorities. L.D. Hagerman H.S., 


Grade 9-12 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


 
Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: New Mexico Glenco Biology   
Publisher: School Education Group, McGraw-Hill 
Grade Level: 9 - 12  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780076621514 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
• In-Book labs often include student design opportunities 
• Includes labs and mini-labs within the chapters 
• “In the Field” looks at scientists in the field throughout the world doing science 
• New Mexico Science Standards correlated by chapter and page number 
• Pacing guides available for multiple course levels 
• Has chapter organizer at the beginning of each chapter that includes: essential questions, material and planning 


section resources, strategies and suggested time for  each lesson 
• Page design easy to read with many graphic representations 
• Each chapter begins with vocabulary, NM standards, skills, critical thinking skills learned 


 


 
• Standardized practice (multiple choice, open ended response) has where to look within the chapter if the student 


has difficulty answering the question 
• SBA self-check provides NM specific standards questions 
• A variety of questions types are provided in the chapter review including multiple choice, writing responses, real 


publication extract analysis 
• Test generator available online as well as support for students and parents 
• Scaffolded section assessment within chapters 
• Variety of scaffolded end of chapter assessments 


 


 
• Cooperative learning suggestions provided in TE 
• A “Classroom Solutions” section provides ideas to support teaching with a variety of suggestions 
• Variety of exercises to reinforce content 
 
 


 
(ML: Career Enrichment Center, 10-12) 
• New Mexico standards are clear and concise within each chapter 
• Concepts are reinforced by current events 
• Rich pictures and graphics are relevant 
• Frequently checks for student understanding 
• Rich comprehensive labs support and scaffold chapter content 
(KA: Gallup High School, 10-12) 
• “Foldables” provide a great way to organize data that will be provided within the chapters 
• Questions incorporated within the figures are great ways to get students to read captions 
• Each section provides review vocabulary as well as new vocabulary 
• Lab preparation section has step by step directions on how to prepare solutions 
(CR: Career Enrichment Center, 9-12) 
• Labs have a nice analysis and conclusion section that always include reflection, modification and error analysis 
• Open ended questions are plentiful throughout the text 
• Many opportunities for students to design their own lab procedures 
• Many hand drawing/artwork rather than actual photos within the text 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Physical Science with Earth Science 
Publisher: Glencoe 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780076621538  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Having the multilingual gloassary included will help all students 
• Differentiated instruction easy to follow and integrated throughout 
• At the end of every lab the students had an opportunity to present their data in the Communicate 


your data 
• Many apply math sections 
• Great use of assessment checks in each section 
• Quick demos are great to pique student interest 
• Launch labs good for introducing lesson 
• How science works helps to show students real-life applications  
• Foldables are suggested throughout entire book 
• Daily intervention  for every section addresses different modalities for assessment checks 


 
 


 
• Various types of assessment checks for every lab 
• Study guides at the end of each section are helpful for students 
• Teacher edition includes test taking strategies 
• Color coded bilingual glossary 


 
  


 
 
 


 
• Many integrated lesson for all subjects 
• Interpreting graphics included in the chapter review 
• Each chapter has a launch lab that is inquiry based 
• Connections are color coded at the beginning of the unit and are helpful to see all the available 


resources 
• Great pictures showing cultural diversity 


 
• Great integration of New Mexico pictures, culture, and stories (R.B., Aztec High School, 9-12)  
• Communicate your data is a great way to give verbal students a chance to shine in their 


assessments (C.P., Manzano High School, 9-12) 
• I like the differentiated instruction sections.  These challenge the students and take their learning 


to the next level (G.R., Monte del Sol Charter School, 7-12) 
• Assessment checks really help the teacher to remember to assess students on a daily basis (G.R., 


Monte del Sol Charter School, 7-12) 
• I really appreciated the mini-labs because they required not a lot of “stuff” for the teacher to 


prepare (G.R., Monte del Sol Charter School, 7-12) 
• New Mexico standards are included at the beginning of each unit (R.B., Aztec High Schoo,l 9-12) 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Physics Principles and Problems 
Publisher: McGraw Hill 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780076592524 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Traditional concepts and sequence 
• It’s a clear and organized text. 
• It has a “teacher’s essentials” separate book  
• Provides an emphasis on reading support 
• TE has bellringer and differentiated instructional materials 


  


 
• Review questions strategically placed within the chapter 
• Chapters start with essential questions and vocabulary 
• Activities for all levels of students (below, above and on-level) 
• Standard text practice includes sections to review based items student missed 


 
 


 
• Extensive online activities 
• Good graphics 
• Problem solving strategies are included in the chapter 
• Addresses various learning styles (multiple intelligences) 
• Content rich 
• Labs are not included in the body of the textbook 


 
 


 
Textbook includes a good summary of the concepts “main ideas”. At the end of the chapter the problems encourage 
thinking, including ranking task problems. (JW) 
 
Detailed, but not overwhelming. Well illustrated, and writing and critical thinking skill addressed (JR) 
 
Labs and physics on TV require online access. The book encourages higher level learning skills.s (RP) 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Teen Health Course 1 
Publisher: School edition Group a division of the McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc 
Grade Level: Course 1/6th grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780078774065  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


 
*Well defined for Bloom’s Taxonomy 
*Straight forward and to the point/very user friendly 
*Project -based learning focal points throughout textbook 
*Aligned with National Standards 
*User friendly and easy to read charts 
*Good Scope and Sequence 
*Valuable photos throughout 
*Great use of foldables for student learning and organization 
*Excellent interdisciplinary units 


 
 
*Assess various levels of learners 
*Assessment not limited to review.  Teachers provided with other strategies components 
*Assessments are bilingual and accessible on line 
*Assessments found in section review and health skills shortcuts 
 


 *Rich content 
 *Good multicultural integration 
 *Good usage of teen opinion/feed back throughout 
 *Great use of fitness zone component for goal setting 
 *Differential instructions and need components included 
 
 


 
 


 
 *Dynamic, as teacher allowed to plenty of options for teaching  
 *Great hand-on opportunities of students 
 *Great updated information 
 *Scaffolding included 
 *Incorporates media literacy activities 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Teen Health 
Publisher: Glencoe 
Grade Level: 8 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780078774508  
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780078774492 
  
 
 


• Chapters organized sequentially 
• Great reading strategies in each lesson for students of all levels 
• Excellent comprehension activities 
• Vocabulary introduced at the beginning of each lesson 


  


 
• Many times of on-going assessments including but not limited to: Health Skills, Online Activity, and Hands On 


Health 
• Chapter review and assessments in text and online 
• Provides standardized test prep after each chapter 


 


 
• Graphic sources in each book provide students questions to ensure they review and analyze all materials 
• Includes Dinah Zike’s Foldables for Health allowing hands-on differentiated support 
• Online support activities are excellent for students of all learning styles 


 


 
• An extremely concise health book - BA Grade 2 
• Very concise while providing a wealth of information and learning styles and opportunities SC Grade 4/5 
• This book provides 8th grade students, of any learning style, an easily accessible book for themes they truly 


need to learn about. TV Grade 5 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Science: A Closer Look 
Publisher: Macmillan/ McGraw-Hill 
Grade Level: 6 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780022886493  
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• This book has excellent explore activities at the beginning of each lesson. 
• Use of color, highlighting and bold text is very effective. 
• Quick checks to extend learning. 
• Vocabulary strategies throughout text 
• Math, writing, music, art, and health links throughout text. 


  
  


 
• Foldables used throughout (Foldable explained in Reference Area.) 
• Structured inquiry and open inquiry. 
• Lots of opportunities for formative assessment. 
• Quick checks, lesson review, chapter review, vocabulary, chapter assessment and unit assessment. 
• Skill builder, Try It, Apply It. 
 


 


 
• This book has a number of culturally diverse pictures, graphs, stories and text. 
• Use stories about scientists to illustrate science concepts and careers.   
• Illustrations are informative and correlates with text. 
• There are a number of re-teaching and extension opportunities offered in each chapter. 
• The text book is well aligned to national standards. 


 
 
 


 
• Quick labs use easy to obtain ingredients and are easy to set up. S.P.  Jefferson Middle School 6th grade. 
• Very well organized, easy to read and encourages high student involvement.  J.L.H. Harrison Middle School 6th 


grade.  
• Great pictures with inset captions, wonderful drawings that relate well to text.  Culturally diverse pictures that 


students can relate to.  P.M.P. Madison Middle School 7th grade. 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science: A Closer Look  
Publisher: Macmillan – McGraw Hill 
Grade Level: 1st Grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780022886448  
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780021150441 
  
 
 


• Unit planners are helpful to see the organization of each unit. 
• Center activities are part of the lessons. 
• Science facts section activates prior knowledge as well as activates background knowledge which is essential 


for scaffolding instruction for ELL and SPED students. 
• “Ask the expert section” is an excellent way to foster school and community relationships. 
• Cross curricular connections (social studies, art, etc.) are present in each chapter. 
• Teaching strategies are embedded within each lesson. 
• KWL charts as well as other graphic organizers are provided for instructional support. 
• Lessons allow for guided practice as well as individual inquiry, which help teachers to provide a strong 


foundation on a topic but still allows for differentiation of instruction. 
  


 
 


• Formative assessments are embedded throughout each lesson. 
• Performance and summative assessments are included at the end of each unit. 
• Assessments are comprehensive and age appropriate. 
• There are grading rubrics embedded in the lessons as well as at the conclusion of the unit that help the 


students to understand how their work is evaluated.  
 


 
• ELL support is included at multiple language proficiency levels (beginning, intermediate and advanced). 
• There are multiple opportunities for differentiated instruction. 
• The text clarifies and repeats major concepts. “Big Ideas” are spiraled throughout the course of the book. 
• The use of visuals is highly engaging for ELLs and early readers and increases student engagement. 


 
 


•  


 
• “There is a balance of hands on activities that allow students to explore. Quick labs are used for formative 


assessment. Checkpoints are provided for student understanding.” S.L.B. Bellehaven, Instructional Coach 
• “This book is well laid out, easy to follow and includes many cross curricular connections.” S.A., E. Stapleton 


Elementary, ESL Coorindator 
• “Reading strategies are embedded throughout the text to facilitate comprehension skills.” A.B., MacArthur 


Elementary School, Title I Teacher 
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 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science: A Closer Look  
Publisher: Macmillan – McGraw Hill 
Grade Level: 2nd Grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780022886455  
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780021150458 
  
 
 


• Unit planners are helpful to see the organization of each unit. 
• Center activities are part of the lessons. 
• Science facts section activates prior knowledge as well as activates background knowledge which is essential 


for scaffolding instruction for ELL and SPED students. 
• “Ask the expert section” is an excellent way to foster school and community relationships. 
• Cross curricular connections (social studies, art, etc.) are present in each chapter. 
• Teaching strategies are embedded within each lesson. 
• KWL charts as well as other graphic organizers are provided for instructional support. 
• Lessons allow for guided practice as well as individual inquiry, which help teachers to provide a strong 


foundation on a topic but still allows for differentiation of instruction. 
  


 
 


• Formative assessments are embedded throughout each lesson. 
• Performance and summative assessments are included at the end of each unit. 
• Assessments are comprehensive and age appropriate. 
• There are grading rubrics embedded in the lessons as well as at the conclusion of the unit that help the 


students to understand how their work is evaluated.  
 


 
• ELL support is included at multiple language proficiency levels (beginning, intermediate and advanced). 
• There are multiple opportunities for differentiated instruction. 
• The text clarifies and repeats major concepts. “Big Ideas” are spiraled throughout the course of the book. 
• The use of visuals is highly engaging for ELLs and early readers and increases student engagement. 


 
 


•  


 
• “Essential questions are identified, highlighted and reinforced throughout the lesson.” S.L.B. Bellehaven, 


Instructional Coach 
• “An excellently laid out book with many hands on activities that comprehensively address the New Mexico 


standards.” S.A., E. Stapleton Elementary, ESL Coorindator 
• “This text is organized thematically with extensive resources and supplementary materials that are both 


consumable and non-consumable.” A.B., MacArthur Elementary School, Title I Teacher 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science: A Closer Look  
Publisher: Macmillan – McGraw Hill 
Grade Level: 3rd Grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780022886462 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780021150465 
  
 
 


• Unit planners are helpful to see the organization of each unit. 
• Center activities are part of the lessons. 
• Science facts section activates prior knowledge as well as activates background knowledge which is essential 


for scaffolding instruction for ELL and SPED students. 
• “Ask the expert section” is an excellent way to foster school and community relationships. 
• Cross curricular connections (social studies, art, etc.) are present in each chapter. 
• Teaching strategies are embedded within each lesson. 
• KWL charts as well as other graphic organizers are provided for instructional support. 
• Lessons allow for guided practice as well as individual inquiry, which help teachers to provide a strong 


foundation on a topic but still allows for differentiation of instruction. 
  


 
 


• Formative assessments are embedded throughout each lesson. 
• Performance and summative assessments are included at the end of each unit. 
• Assessments are comprehensive and age appropriate. 
• There are grading rubrics embedded in the lessons as well as at the conclusion of the unit that help the 


students to understand how their work is evaluated.  
 


 
• ELL support is included at multiple language proficiency levels (beginning, intermediate and advanced). 
• There are multiple opportunities for differentiated instruction. 
• The text clarifies and repeats major concepts. “Big Ideas” are spiraled throughout the course of the book. 
• The use of visuals is highly engaging for ELLs and early readers and increases student engagement. 


 
 


•  


 
• “There is a concise, color coded layout for efficient instructional planning.” S.L.B. Bellehaven, Instructional 


Coach 
• “The Careers in Science section helps students to understand how tasks that they enjoy doing in school are 


utilized in certain science careers.” S.A., E. Stapleton Elementary, ESL Coorindator 
• “Snippets of information are provided through a feature aptly called ‘Science Background’. This feature allows 


students to make practical science applications.” A.B., MacArthur Elementary School, Title I Teacher 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science: A Closer Look  
Publisher: Macmillan – McGraw Hill 
Grade Level: 4th Grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780022886479 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780021150472 
  
 
 


• Unit planners are helpful to see the organization of each unit. 
• Center activities are part of the lessons. 
• Science facts section activates prior knowledge as well as activates background knowledge which is essential 


for scaffolding instruction for ELL and SPED students. 
• “Ask the expert section” is an excellent way to foster school and community relationships. 
• Cross curricular connections (social studies, art, etc.) are present in each chapter. 
• Teaching strategies are embedded within each lesson. 
• KWL charts as well as other graphic organizers are provided for instructional support. 
• Lessons allow for guided practice as well as individual inquiry, which help teachers to provide a strong 


foundation on a topic but still allows for differentiation of instruction. 
  


 
 


• Formative assessments are embedded throughout each lesson. 
• Performance and summative assessments are included at the end of each unit. 
• Assessments are comprehensive and age appropriate. 
• There are grading rubrics embedded in the lessons as well as at the conclusion of the unit that help the 


students to understand how their work is evaluated.  
 


 
• ELL support is included at multiple language proficiency levels (beginning, intermediate and advanced). 
• There are multiple opportunities for differentiated instruction. 
• The text clarifies and repeats major concepts. “Big Ideas” are spiraled throughout the course of the book. 
• The use of visuals is highly engaging for ELLs and early readers and increases student engagement. 


 
 


•  


 
• “This text includes varied reading selections that support cross cultural learning.” S.L.B. Bellehaven, 


Instructional Coach 
• “The differentiated instruction for ELLs is a wonderful resource, especially for beginning teachers.” S.A., E. 


Stapleton Elementary, ESL Coorindator 
• “This text introduces vocabulary in a concise and comprehensive manner and makes science content 


understandable through words and visuals.” A.B., MacArthur Elementary School, Title I Teacher 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science: A Closer Look  
Publisher: Macmillan – McGraw Hill 
Grade Level: 5th Grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780022886486 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780021150489 
  
 
 


• Unit planners are helpful to see the organization of each unit. 
• Center activities are part of the lessons. 
• Science facts section activates prior knowledge as well as activates background knowledge which is essential 


for scaffolding instruction for ELL and SPED students. 
• “Ask the expert section” is an excellent way to foster school and community relationships. 
• Cross curricular connections (social studies, art, etc.) are present in each chapter. 
• Teaching strategies are embedded within each lesson. 
• KWL charts as well as other graphic organizers are provided for instructional support. 
• Lessons allow for guided practice as well as individual inquiry, which help teachers to provide a strong 


foundation on a topic but still allows for differentiation of instruction. 
  


 
 


• Formative assessments are embedded throughout each lesson. 
• Performance and summative assessments are included at the end of each unit. 
• Assessments are comprehensive and age appropriate. 
• There are grading rubrics embedded in the lessons as well as at the conclusion of the unit that help the 


students to understand how their work is evaluated.  
 


 
• ELL support is included at multiple language proficiency levels (beginning, intermediate and advanced). 
• There are multiple opportunities for differentiated instruction. 
• The text clarifies and repeats major concepts. “Big Ideas” are spiraled throughout the course of the book. 
• The use of visuals is highly engaging for ELLs and early readers and increases student engagement. 


 
 


•  


 
• “Guided open inquiry labs provide opportunities for cooperative group activities.” S.L.B. Bellehaven, 


Instructional Coach 
• “There are ample opportunities for students to think critically and use higher order thinking skills.” S.A., E. 


Stapleton Elementary, ESL Coorindator 
• “This book provides supportive activities and enriching content for the entire program. It also gives a 


collection of professional development resources and level book selections.” A.B., MacArthur Elementary 
School, Title I Teacher 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Science: A Closer Look  
Publisher: Macmillan – McGraw Hill 
Grade Level: Kindergarten 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780022879754  
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780022880040 
  
 
 


• Unit planners are helpful to see the organization of each unit. 
• Center activities are part of the lessons. 
• Science facts section activates prior knowledge as well as activates background knowledge which is essential 


for scaffolding instruction for ELL and SPED students. 
• “Ask the expert section” is an excellent way to foster school and community relationships. 
• Cross curricular connections (social studies, art, etc.) are present in each chapter. 
• Teaching strategies are embedded within each lesson. 
• KWL charts as well as other graphic organizers are provided for instructional support. 
• Lessons allow for guided practice as well as individual inquiry, which help teachers to provide a strong 


foundation on a topic but still allows for differentiation of instruction. 
  


 
 


• Formative assessments are embedded throughout each lesson. 
• Performance and summative assessments are included at the end of each unit. 
• Assessments are comprehensive and age appropriate. 


 


 
• ELL support is included at multiple language proficiency levels (beginning, intermediate and advanced). 
• There are multiple opportunities for differentiated instruction. 
• The text clarifies and repeats major concepts. “Big Ideas” are spiraled throughout the course of the book. 
• The use of visuals is highly engaging for ELLs and early readers and increases student engagement. 


 
 


•  


 
• “New Mexico standards need to be included in the text rather than put in a separate attachment.” S.L.B. 


Bellehaven, Instructional Coach 
• “This book includes activities for multiple intelligences (i.e. linguistic, visual/spatial, etc.). S.A., E. Stapleton 


Elementary, ESL Coorindator 
• “This was a very engaging text with multiple opportunities for multi-level learning.” A.B., MacArthur 


Elementary School, Title I Teacher 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: New Mexico Interactive Science 
Publisher: Pearson Education Incorporated 
Grade Level: Seventh Grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133184686 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:   
  
 


 
• The Teacher Edition expressed teacher resource for differentiated instructional strategies for ELL, gifted, and 


less proficient readers. 
•  My Planet Diary article can be used for test prep questions or just simply a warm up activity before the actual 


lesson of the day. 
• The TE had excellent step by step instruction on lessons for each chapter which is helpful for the beginning 


teacher. 
 


  


 
 


• Multiple layers of questioning through the text address all levels of student learning. 
• The glossary is bilingual which is beneficial to the ELL students. 
• The assessment aspect of the text allows students to engage in several activities so they can make 


connections to every day experiences. 
• The SE offered a wide range of assessment options.  
• The text offers a wide arrange of assessment options, but the teacher may have to add supplementary 


materials to include some more higher level thinking activities. 
 


 
 


• The differentiated instruction and special needs components covered all levels of learning.  
• The resource textbook allows the teacher to be selective in the approach to instruction. 
• The content is made comprehensive with great visuals/graphs/charts/pictorials. 


 
differential instructions 
 


 
 


• The student edition is an exellant tool provided the school will purchase the student edition each year. TYW, 
Dexter Middle School, 6th ,7th  


 
• The type of book being informational/semiotic is a great tool for our ELL students. MAG, Chapparal 


Elementary, 5th, 6th  
 


• While the text covers content standards, there is a superficial feeling in some areas. JLT, Dexter Middle 
School, 6th, 8th 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  New Mexico Interactive Science Grade 6 
Publisher: Pearson 
Grade Level: 6 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133184679 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• 16 chapters (ending with stars/galaxies) 
• Interactive soft cover student edition (students write in book) 
• Question introduces lesson 
• Vocabulary is previewed and highlighted in text 
• Many color photo/graphics 


  


 
• Numerous opportunities for student self assessment throughout text 
• 10 question review at end of each chapter 
• End of chapter lesson summaries 
• Lesson enrichment, lesson quizzes, review and reinforcement pages are able to be copied and embedded in 


the Teacher’s Edition. 
• Helpful rubrics 
• Supplemental materials for students 


 
 


 
• Teacher’s Edition consists of 4 volumes 
• Teacher’s Edition offers “content refreshers”, lesson support, E.L.L support, discussion tips, and teacher 


demonstration suggestions 
Tea 
Teac 


 
• More synthesis level questions would be helpful for both teachers and students. (SK-Jefferson MS – 8) (AG –


Jefferson MS – 6-8) 
• When students are asked to use higher level knowledge skills (analysis, synthesis, and evaluation) it is often 


done on their own without textbook support. (SK-Jefferson MS – 8) 
• More coverage of life science concepts (including evolution) would be appreciated. (SK-Jefferson MS – 8) 
• More examples of the science process, and science as a way of knowing about the world would be helpful. 


(SK-Jefferson MS – 8) 
• Good integration of math and science with practical application (CLL, Snell Middle School, Grade 7) 


 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Interactive Science 
Publisher:  Pearson/Prentice Hall 
Grade Level: 8 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133184693 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Student edition is a write-in consumable text. 
• Teacher edition has three paths for learning; blended, inquiry and digital. 
• Excellent teacher resources with differentiated instruction including specific strategies for ELL, gifted and less 


proficient readers.   
• Illustrations are informative.   


  


 
• Vocabulary list at beginning of lesson. 
• Online test generator and online assessment. 
• Explore the big idea. 
• Standards written by the numbers. 
• Lesson reviews, check your understanding. 


 
 


                        
• Do the math, graphing. 
• Aligned to New Mexico standards by number. 
• My Planner Diary is an interesting way to introduce vocabulary and concepts. 
• Very visual with interesting pictures, diagrams, charts and tables. 
• Current events through Hot Science and Science Matters.  


 
•  


 
• Encourages higher level thinking and high participation.  J. L. H., Harrison Middle School, 6th grade. 
• Introduces Biology, Earth and Planetary, and Physical Science to elaborate on concepts.  S.P., Jefferson Middle 


School, 6th grade. 
• Online Interactions and Inquiry Labs hold students attention.  P. M. P., Madison Middle School, 7th grade.  


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Conceptual Physics 
Publisher: Prentice Hall 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133647501 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 


 
• Each chapter is followed by assessment with additional problems at the back of the book 
• Traditional sequence and topics 
• Separate lab book 
• Multiple student-centered activities 
• Chapters include: think activities, do the math activities, and discover labs 
• Physics taught through everyday application and materials 
• Clarifies the reading with many visuals 
• Age-level vocabulary well written 


 
  


 
• Assessments at the back of the chapter include questions at all levels of Bloom’s taxonomy 
• Excellent range of assessment questions that lead the student to deeper understanding 
• The assessments are a variety of conceptual (written response) problems through algebraic mathematics 


solutions 
 
 


 
 
 


• Connection to content made through everyday experiences 
• Excellent graphics 
• Separate section for problems that require trigonometry 
• Clearly and simply explains difficult concepts 
• A very engaging text with multiple opportunities for student interaction 


 
• Very readable! A good book. (JR) 
• Text engages students to really understand the concepts of physics. Does not include many more rigorous 


problems. (JW) 
• Simple student activities required limited equipment (low-cost labs). Activities and examples can be grasped 


by the student because they are presented in everyday scenarios. (RP) 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


 
Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Miller & Levine Biology Foundation Edition   
Publisher: Pearson Education 
Grade Level: 9 - 12  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133614701 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780133690101 
  
 
• Key questions provided in each section 
• Vocabulary is broken out and highlighted in text 
• Online activities are referred to in TE, also “Study Online” sections in the student text 
• National Science standard alignment provided 
• Many additional resources to teach concepts on each page 
• Multiple activities for each section that are varied in time and difficulty 
• Many diagrams, pictures and graphs to enhance learning 
• Each chapter broken up into sections and sections broken up into themes creating great organization and visual 


appearance 
 


 
• Many points that check student understanding of text (after each section, within activities, end of chapters) 
• “Speed Bumps” are quick checks for student understanding provided in the TE 
• Standardized test prep formatted in multiple choice and open ended formats appropriate for NMSBA practice 
• Step by step test taking tips built into the check your understanding sections 
• Key questions provide the answers for developing learners 
• End of chapter questions scaffold 
• Teacher edition included answers 
• Comprehensive rubric included for assignments throughout text 


 


 
• Many current event examples 
• Graphs, figures and pictures reinforce text 
• Topics divided up appropriately into segments to allow concept understanding 
• “Solve the Chapter Mysteries” give real life examples 
• Many quick hands-on activities within the chapters 
• Writing responses suggest specific vocabulary words from the text to be included 
• Active reading suggestions in TE for sections 
• Pre-reading suggestions in TE for sections 
• “Build Understanding” and “Build Vocabulary” activities allows for focused learning 
 
 


 
(ML: Career Enrichment Center, 10-12) 
• Good organization, setup, diversity of graphics (e.g. pictures, graph, charts)  
• Great scaffolding 
• Overall layout is appealing 
• Many activities that reinforce concepts on each page, not all lumped at the end of the chapter 
• Reading level appropriate for upper level high school students 
(KA: Gallup High School, 10-12) 
• “Chapter Mystery” helps hold students attention and involvement throughout the chapter 
(CR: Career Enrichment Center, 9-12) 
• Extensive reading support in both SE and TE without watering down or simplifying topics 
• Very hands-on and activity oriented 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


 
Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: New Mexico Miller & Levine Biology   
Publisher: Pearson Education 
Grade Level: 9 - 12  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133181364 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780133614701 
  
 
• Many additional resources to teach concepts on each page 
• Multiple activities for each section that are varied in time and difficulty 
• Many diagrams, pictures and graphs to enhance learning 
• Each chapter broken up into sections and sections broken up into themes creating great organization and visual 


appearance 
• NM standards correlated to chapters, appendix, lab manual and on-line resources 
• Specific NM standards section 
• Student assessments within chapters and at the end of chapters 
• Teacher edition gives activities to connect chapters to the “Big Idea” 
• Writing opportunities within the sections (journaling) 
• Teachers edition includes connections to other subject areas 


 


 
• NMSBA Test practice section includes MC and open response.  Allows for self assessment and self-re-teaching by 


providing sections to review for each question. 
• Open ended learning and assessments provided 
• Quick Labs with assessments 
• Each section had assessments 
• Key questions for reading 
• End of chapter questions scaffold 
• Teacher edition included answers 
• Comprehensive rubric included for assignments throughout text 
 


 
• Student edition includes NM standards 
• Many current event examples 
• Graphs, figures and pictures reinforce text 
• Topics divided up appropriately into segments to allow concept understanding 
• “Solve the Chapter Mysteries” give real life examples 
• “Focus on New Mexico” are great resources to cover the science in society standards 
• Book is clear and concise with multiple examples that relate to everyday life 


 
 


 
(ML: Career Enrichment Center, 10-12) 
• Good organization, setup, diversity of graphics (e.g. pictures, graph, charts)  
• Great scaffolding 
• Overall layout is appealing 
• Many activities that reinforce concepts on each page, not all lumped at the end of the chapter 
• Reading level appropriate for upper level high school students 
(KA: Gallup High School, 10-12) 
• Good introduction to reading more complex graphs 
(CR: Career Enrichment Center, 9-12) 
• Frequent activities interspersed among reading section 
• “Solve  the Chapter Mystery” is a nice feature to apply the chapter ideas using current or past research 
• Actual photographs were used throughout the text rather than just hand artwork or computer graphics 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Prentice Hall Health  
Publisher: Pearson Education Inc. 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133672527  
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780133672503 
  
 
 


• This book is organized very well.  
• There is great graphical representation presented throughout. 
• This book was easy to maneuver through. 
• There are various activities in writing and role-play. 
• There is lots of information in the preface of teacher edition that helps teachers to be positive in the 


presentation of material.  
  


 
 


• The book has lots of opportunities to assess students throughout the text.  
• There are many activities that are presented that will allow for optional assessment opportunities.  
• There are questions and activities that allow for basic knowledge recall, all the way to evaluation and 


synthesis (great scaffolding).  
 


 
• The book is relevant to students today. 
• There is good differentiated instruction imbedded within the book. 
• The book addresses ELL. 
• This book has a very appealing format; it uses many charts and graphics to get content across.  
• There are easy step-by-step instructions for kids to follow when doing different activities. 


 
Th 
 
 


 
• The reading level of the book is low and simple, but it still has everything you need to hit on standards and 


benchmarks. M.D. CATA Charter, Grade 9-12 
• It’s concise and easily understandable. M.D. CATA Charter, Grade 9-12 
• This book aligns very well with benchmarks and performance standards. M.D. CATA Charter, Grade 9-12 
• There aren’t a lot of project based assessment opportunities. M.D. CATA Charter, Grade 9-12 
• This book fails to mention contraception concepts. R.M. West Mesa, Grade 9 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Chemistry  
Publisher: Prentice Hall/Pearson 
Grade Level: 9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780132525824 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
  
 
 


• Book is very well organized – sequentially and conceptually flowed well. 
• Each chapter builds on previous learned material, emphasized reteaching and builds on student learning. 
• Many resources to facilitate organization, planning, teaching and reinforcement. 
• Lab safety stressed throughout sections. 
• Lab materials list located in teacher pages. 
• Text includes table of contents of online materials. 
• Vocabulary listed at the beginning of sections, and boldfaced/highlighted throughout the text. 
• Reading strategies provided for teachers in sidebars. 
• Elements handbook has useful information. 
 


 
• Complete and contains variety of assessment tools; progressive for Bloom’s Taxonomy levels and definite high 


order skill assessment. 
• Many opportunities for review and assessment as concepts build. 
• Extensive and beneficial appendicies including one containing sample problems. 
• Many and varied assessments are provided in lesson checks, chapter assessments and standardized test prep. 
• Standardized Test Prep has lists of lessons to refer to for help with particular questions. 
• Exam View CD-ROM is available. 


 
 


 
 


• Many forms of differentiated instruction and ELL strategies. 
• Strong multicultural/gender examples provided. 
• Labs, Demo Labs, Chapter Labs excellent and  content specific. 
• Integrates chemistry and technology with online teacher and student support. 
• Chapter planning pages helpful for “at-a-glance” planning. 
• Interesting grahics. 


 
 


 
 


• Very concise. EP 
• Very well organized; teacher friendly. EP 
• Encourages high level progression. EP 
• Needs N.M. Standards and Benchmarks.  EP 
• Offer great scaffolding.  EP 
• A “complete” Periodic Table was not located, although Appendix B contains useful information about each 


element.  LG 
• Readability level appropriate with Lexile Score of 1020.  LG 
• Teachers are provided with instructional strategies to reach many different types of learners.  LG 
• Interpreting Graphs and Interpret Data sidebars are nice. JM 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


9780  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Interactive Science 
Publisher:  Pearson  
Grade Level: Second grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780328671496 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780328677405  
  
 
 


• The material is organized thematically and sequentially 
• Each lesson begins with a “big question” that is answered by the end of the lesson 
• It includes activity bags for science inquiry activities 
• It includes project based learning activities 
• The teacher’s edition book page number correlates with the student edition 
• The organization of the content is consistent K-5 
• Detailed pacing guides included 
• Teacher’s guides are organized in individual units 


 
  


 
 


• Performance based assessments with rubrics included 
• The questions throughout the lesson range from basic knowledge to analysis 
• Includes chapter review for each chapter 
• Formative and summative assessments embedded throughout the units 
• SBA practice embedded in the chapter assessments 


 
 


 
•  
• There are differentiated Instruction, ELL, RTI strategies embedded within each lesson 
• Vocabulary cards included in both Spanish and English for each lesson 
• There is great technology support with a digital learning section 
• Includes a school to home connection for each chapter in English and Spanish 
• New Mexico standards are addressed at the end of the student edition 
• Includes scaffolded support for each lesson 
• Within each lab inquiry there is a teacher support that provides detailed information about alternative 


materials and directions 
• Each chapter includes career information and a biography  


 
 
 
 


 
• “The “Investigate it” section has great opportunities for students to participate in hands on learning” LAW-


MacArthur-3rd grade 
• “The career and biography component really enhances student learning” IMJ-Enchanted Hills-Kindergarten 
• “RTI has additional hands on activities to support students in developing a deeper understanding of the 


content” BV-Conlee-Title I Math 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


9780  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Interactive Science 
Publisher:  Pearson  
Grade Level: Kindergarten 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780328677382 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780328671281  
  
 
 


• The material is organized thematically and sequentially 
• Each lesson begins with a “big question” that is answered by the end of the lesson 
• It includes activity bags for science inquiry activities 
• It includes project based learning activities 
• The teacher’s edition book page number correlates with the student edition 
• The organization of the content is consistent K-5 


 
  


 
 


• Performance based assessments with rubrics included 
• The questions throughout the lesson range from basic knowledge to analysis 


 
 


 
•  
• There are differentiated Instruction, ELL, RTI strategies embedded within each lesson 
• The vocabulary is included at beginning of each lesson 
• There is great technology support with a digital learning section 
• Includes a school to home connection for each chapter in English and Spanish 
• New Mexico standards are addressed at the end of the student edition 


 
 
 
 


 
• “Love that the New Mexico section is included and addresses the New Mexico state standards” LAW-


MacArthur-3rd grade 
• “The material is organized to be teacher friendly, concise and effective without being too simple” IMJ-


Enchanted Hills-Kindergarten 
• “It has an effective and engaging approach to encourage kindergarteners to be excited about the world 


around them” BV-Conlee-Title I Math 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  
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Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Interactive Science 
Publisher:  Pearson  
Grade Level: First grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780328677399 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780328671489  
  
 
 


• The material is organized thematically and sequentially 
• Each lesson begins with a “big question” that is answered by the end of the lesson 
• It includes activity bags for science inquiry activities 
• It includes project based learning activities 
• The teacher’s edition book page number correlates with the student edition 
• The organization of the content is consistent K-5 
• Detailed pacing guides included 


 
  


 
 


• Performance based assessments with rubrics included 
• The questions throughout the lesson range from basic knowledge to analysis 
• Includes chapter review for each chapter 
• Formative and summative assessments embedded throughout the units 


 
 


 
•  
• There are differentiated Instruction, ELL, RTI strategies embedded within each lesson 
• Vocabulary cards included in both Spanish and English for each lesson 
• There is great technology support with a digital learning section 
• Includes a school to home connection for each chapter in English and Spanish 
• New Mexico standards are addressed at the end of the student edition 
• Includes scaffolded support for each lesson 
• Within each lab inquiry there is a teacher support that provides detailed information about alternative 


materials and directions 
 
 
 
 


 
• “Excellent organization of lessons which includes activating prior knowledge, scaffolding instruction and 


formative and summative assessments” LAW-MacArthur-3rd grade 
• “The material is organized to be teacher friendly, concise and effective without being too simple as well as 


extending student thinking” IMJ-Enchanted Hills-Kindergarten 
• “Excellent support for inquiry lab activities including materials needed” BV-Conlee-Title I Math 


 


TEACHER COMMENTS  
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STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  
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Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Interactive Science 
Publisher:  Pearson  
Grade Level: Third grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780328677412 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780328671502  
  
 
 


• The material is organized thematically and sequentially 
• Each lesson begins with a “big question” that is answered by the end of the lesson 
• It includes activity bags for science inquiry activities 
• It includes project based learning activities 
• The teacher’s edition book page number correlates with the student edition 
• The organization of the content is consistent K-5 
• Detailed pacing guides included 
• Teacher’s guides are organized in individual units 


 
  


 
 


• Performance based assessments with rubrics included 
• The questions throughout the lesson range from basic knowledge to analysis 
• Includes chapter review for each chapter 
• Formative and summative assessments embedded throughout the units 
• SBA practice embedded in the chapter assessments 


 
 


 
•  
• There are differentiated Instruction, ELL, RTI strategies embedded within each lesson 
• Vocabulary cards included in both Spanish and English for each lesson 
• There is great technology support with a digital learning section 
• Includes a school to home connection for each chapter in English and Spanish 
• New Mexico standards are addressed at the end of the student edition 
• Includes scaffolded support for each lesson 
• Within each lab inquiry there is a teacher support that provides detailed information about alternative 


materials and directions 
• Each chapter includes career information and a biography  
• Lots of visuals which support student learning 


 
 
 
 


 
• Graphics and charts enhance text and student learning” LAW-MacArthur-3rd grade 
• “Each unit has its own individual teacher’s edition which makes it easy for teachers to handle and work with” 


IMJ-Enchanted Hills-Kindergarten 
• “The beginning of each chapter includes suggestions for covering specific activities if a teacher is short on 


time” BV-Conlee-Title I Math 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  








 


 


9780  
 2011 Science, Phys Ed and Health Ed Summer Review Institute 


Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Interactive Science 
Publisher:  Pearson  
Grade Level: Fourth grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780328677429 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780328671519  
  
 
 


• The material is organized thematically and sequentially 
• Each lesson begins with a “big question” that is answered by the end of the lesson 
• It includes activity bags for science inquiry activities 
• It includes project based learning activities 
• The teacher’s edition book page number correlates with the student edition 
• The organization of the content is consistent K-5 
• Detailed pacing guides included 
• Teacher’s guides are organized in individual units 


 
  


 
 


• Performance based assessments with rubrics included 
• The questions throughout the lesson range from basic knowledge to analysis 
• Includes chapter review for each chapter 
• Formative and summative assessments embedded throughout the units 
• SBA practice embedded in the chapter assessments 


 
 


 
•  
• There are differentiated Instruction, ELL, RTI strategies embedded within each lesson 
• Vocabulary cards included in both Spanish and English for each lesson 
• There is great technology support with a digital learning section 
• Includes a school to home connection for each chapter in English and Spanish 
• New Mexico standards are addressed at the end of the student edition 
• Includes scaffolded support for each lesson 
• Within each lab inquiry there is a teacher support that provides detailed information about alternative 


materials and directions 
• Each chapter includes career information and a biography  
• Lots of visuals which support student learning 


 
 
 
 


 
• “Hands on activities reinforce science lesson concepts being taught” LAW-MacArthur-3rd grade 
• “It is organized to be teacher friendly. Easy to read and implement” IMJ-Enchanted Hills-Kindergarten 
• “There are excellent professional development notes at the beginning of each chapter. They are short and 


easy to scan for pertinent information” BV-Conlee-Title I Math 
 


TEACHER COMMENTS  
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Teachers’ Textbook Appraisal 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Interactive Science 
Publisher:  Pearson  
Grade Level: Fifth grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780328677436 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780328671526  
  
 
 


• The material is organized thematically and sequentially 
• Each lesson begins with a “big question” that is answered by the end of the lesson 
• It includes activity bags for science inquiry activities 
• It includes project based learning activities 
• The teacher’s edition book page number correlates with the student edition 
• The organization of the content is consistent K-5 
• Detailed pacing guides included 
• Teacher’s guides are organized in individual units 


 
  


 
 


• Performance based assessments with rubrics included 
• The questions throughout the lesson range from basic knowledge to analysis 
• Includes chapter review for each chapter 
• Formative and summative assessments embedded throughout the units 
• SBA practice embedded in the chapter assessments 


 
 


 
•  
• There are differentiated Instruction, ELL, RTI strategies embedded within each lesson 
• Vocabulary cards included in both Spanish and English for each lesson 
• There is great technology support with a digital learning section 
• Includes a school to home connection for each chapter in English and Spanish 
• New Mexico standards are addressed at the end of the student edition 
• Includes scaffolded support for each lesson 
• Within each lab inquiry there is a teacher support that provides detailed information about alternative 


materials and directions 
• Each chapter includes career information and a biography  
• Lots of visuals which support student learning 


 
 
 
 


 
• “Teacher’s editons are easy to follow and laid out for easy access as well as providing detailed lessons” LAW-


MacArthur-3rd grade 
• “Lessons are based on the science standards which increase students’ critical thinking skills at each grade” 


IMJ-Enchanted Hills-Kindergarten 
• “There are videos on line with close captioned options as well as Spanish versions available” BV-Conlee-Title I 


Math 
 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  





